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Week of Prayer May 7 - 14
Gateway Baptist Association exists to
develop leadership skills, start new works,
revive struggling churches, facilitating local,
national and international missions and making a Kingdom impact in
Madison County and surrounding counties. Our goal is for every member
church of GBA to be healthy and productive for the glory of the Lord
Jesus Christ!
Strengthening existing churches is a vital part of our mission because 7580% of Southern Baptist churches are struggling. So where does the
association’s money come to make this type of impact? Our only
financial source is the Southern Baptist churches who are members of
the GBA. We receive no income from state or national conventions.
The week of prayer can be followed at any time with churches receiving
an offering for the enhancement of local missions. We covet your
church’s prayers for GBA and we ask you to consider giving a generous
love offering for church renewal, church planting and missions.
We are honored to partner with you and your church! Pray about
promoting the Associational Emphasis Week. Let’s “Strengthen
Something Struggling” together!
Contact Amy for Promotional Resources –
admin@gatewaybaptistassoc.org or 618-254-3593.

What is Your Standard for Success?
What marker do you use to
determine if you are effectively
living the Christian life?
When a sports franchise is not
winning, not living up to their
full potential, the coach will
often scream, “It’s time to get
back to the basics – if we want
to win, we’ve gotta block,
tackle, catch, run, set up, shoot, pass, bat, throw, dribble, field, or
_______ better!”
We will never win without living and playing up to or beyond the
standard. As believers, our standard is Jesus. If we are to make a
difference for the Kingdom of God, we must be living like our
example, our standard, right here and right now!
Here’s some examples from Jesus, our model:
Why should we love people? Because He loves all people (John
3:16; 1 Jn. 3:16; 4:7-8).
Why should we regularly attend church? Because it was His
custom (Luke 4:16).
Why should we live holy lives? Because He is holy (Ephesians 1:4;
1 Pt. 1:13-16).
Why should we hate sin? Because He died to eradicate it (1 John
2:1,2).
Why should we pray? Because He prayed (Mark 1:35; Luke 9:18).
The church must get back to the basics! Trying new methods,
styles, strategies and ideas to reach a lost world are all fine, but if
we truly desire to be effective and productive for His glory and His
Kingdom, we must do what He modeled for us. He is still requiring
the basics today, because He is the same, yesterday, today and
forever (Hebrews 13:8).
This message is for EVERY believer - Are we living up to our
Standard?

Regional Pastors Dessert Fellowship
Come enjoy a dessert and a cup of joe with
other GBA pastors and our ADOM.
Thursday, April 20, from 7:00 - 8:30 pm:
Frank's Restaurant, 132 W. McArthur, Cottage Hills

Great Ministry Accomplishments by GBA Churches in 2016
Metro Community Church, Edwardsville
First Baptist Church, Maryville
Mosaic Church, Highland
Bethel Baptist Church, Troy
The Resurrection Church, Granite City
Red Hill Church, Edwardsville

First Baptist Church, Maryville
Metro Community Church, Edwardsville
First Baptist Church, Bethalto
Calvary Baptist Church, Alton
Calvary Baptist Church, Edwardsville
Whitelaw Avenue Baptist Church, Wood River
Pontoon Baptist Church, Granite City
Cottonwood Family Church, Glen
Carbon
Heartland Baptist Church, Alton
Bethel Baptist Church, Troy
TO ALL OUR CHURCHES – Once again, you made GBA the highest
giving association in Illinois for Missions Giving. Thanks and God bless
you all!

Are you looking for a way to bless your pastor
and his wife? Send them to the
2017 Pastor and Wife Retreat
April 28—30, 2017
at the Sonesta Suites St. Louis Westport
Cost: $197 per couple
There are only two spots available so
contact GBA soon to reserve a spot.

Minister’s Luncheon and
Quarterly Executive Board Meeting
Thursday, May 4
11:30 am—1 pm
ColorCraft will be providing
the lunch free of charge
and doing a short presentation
before the meeting.
Two representatives from each
church are allowed to attend.
RSVP by Monday, May 1.
There will be no Minister’s
Luncheons in June or July.

MISSIONS REPORT
On Mission with Jesus

Pray – Give – Go
What did our one-day, Children Missionaries accomplish at
Children’s Ministry Day? Have you ever seen a Sea of Orange
Waves? Well, that’s what we experienced at Dow SBC last Saturday.
Ten churches totaling 164 children and adult missionaries came
together at Dow Southern Baptist Church on Saturday, March 11 and
then went out in their bright orange t-shirts and completed 18
different one-day mission projects all in the name of Jesus!
Pray – Give – Go
Are you ready? Count them off … 1-Our children raked leaves; 2-Our
children shoveled mud out of baseball dugouts; 3-Our children swept
dirty floors; 4-Our children performed puppets for senior-adults; 5-Our
children washed police cars & ambulances; 6-Our children burned
used wood; 7-Our children made blankets for the homeless; 8-Our
children sanded playground equipment; 9-Our children fed animals at
the Tree House; 10-Our children wrote cards and letters; 11-Our
children gave canned food to the less fortunate; 12-Our children
made salvation bracelets; 13-Our children stuffed 1,000 Easter eggs;
14-Our children made mission team necklaces; 15-Our children
painted baby blanket squares;16- Our children organized clothes; 17Our children off-loaded a trailer of used clothing; 18-Our children
picked up trash in the park; Our children made some new friends,
and our children ate some of the best Bar-B-Q sandwiches … EVER!
Pray – Give – Go
Have you ever seen a child smile from ear-to-ear because they are
enjoying the work (yes, I said work) they are doing? That’s what we
experienced at Dow SBC last Saturday. And in case you forgot,
although the forecast predicted unpleasant conditions outside, we
witnessed the Mighty Hand of GOD answer our prayers, hold off the
snow, and grant us a beautiful day to shine the light of Jesus in the
communities of Dow and Jerseyville. A Fantastic Day of Missions at
Gateway Baptist Association!
Join us for
Let’s Be On Mission With Jesus!
Greg Gomez III
GBA Missions Facilitator
Email: greg.gomez52@me.com

the next monthly
Missions Team Meeting
THURSDAY, APRIL 13
@ 9:30 am

Free Palm Sunday Easter Concert
featuring praise & worship band, NEVR2L8
Sunday, April 9 @ 6 pm
Heartland Baptist Church
(4500 Humbert Rd., Alton)
Pontoon Baptist

(4000 Highway 111, Granite City)

is having a Good Friday Service
at 7 pm on April 14

A GBA RESOURCE FOR CHURCHES
WITHOUT AN INSTRUMENTALIST
Synthia Hymn Player Software
Synthia utilizes a PC computer, 'Netbook' or
laptop and attaches to your electronic organ,
keyboard, or directly to your sound system from
your computer using a synthesizer program (Mac
is not supported). The operation of the computer
to control Synthia is simple and easy to use. Entire worship services to
be easily programmed into Synthia and played back during the worship
service.
The music supplied with Synthia is
played and recorded by Christian
organists or pianists. Synthia's music
was specifically produced for
congregational singing.
You can…



Play a Single Song - select one song to play and set the number
of verses to play, the tempo, starting key and instrument.
 Produce an entire Service Song List - Where numerous songs
will be played, you can build a music list. When you're done, you can
print out a music list and download it to Synthia for accompaniment
during a service.
GBA has purchased multiple Synthia licenses for churches that have
NO accompanist. We are pleased to check out the software to member
churches for six (6) months at a time AT NO COST. The goal is to give
every church the opportunity to have quality music in their Sunday and
weekday services. Synthia is designed to provide accompaniment
music for worship services when the church has no keyboardist. Call or
email Dr. Jaggers if you are interested.

Gateway Financial Report
February
2017

Year-to-Date
2017

Budget Goal

$19,640.44

$39,280.56

Total Receipts

$10,386.17

$22,824.04

Expenses

$20,894.18

$36,911.28

Net Income

$-10,508.01

$-14,087.24

Missions Spectacular 2017

Saturday, June 3 @ New Hope Baptist Church in Worden

2017 SBC ANNUAL MEETING

Crosspoint So. Baptist Church in Edwardsville
Greater St. James Baptist Church in Alton
New Douglas Baptist Church
State Park Baptist Church in Collinsville

Please Pray for our Pastorless Churches

For more information, visit sbcannualmeeting.net.

JUNE 13—14
PHOENIX CONVENTION CENTER
PHOENIX, AZ

Look for more information coming soon or go to www.ibsa.org






Please contact us today to switch from “snail
mail” to email and help us save on postage.

Dr. Tracy Jaggers, ADOM: tjaggers@gatewaybaptistassoc.org
Greg Gomez, Missions Facilitator: greg.gomez52@me.com
Amy Barnes, Admin. Assistant: abarnes@gatewaybaptistassoc.org
Diane Ward, Financial Secretary: finance@gatewaybaptistassoc.org

4539 Wanda Rd., Edwardsville, IL 62025
Office Hours . . . . 9:00 am - 2:00 pm M-TH
Telephone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 618/254-3953
Fax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 618/254-4132
e-mail: admin@gatewaybaptistassoc.org
Website: www.gatewayba.org
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