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Pastors, Staff & Spouses
Christmas Banquet
November 30th
7:00 - 9:00 pm
@ GBA/Crosspoint
Be our guest for an evening of celebration and fun!
Cost: $8 per person
RSVP by November 17th (618-254-3953)

Please Note: There will be no Minister's Luncheons in November or December. Instead, we invite you to
attend the Pastors, Staff & Spouses Christmas Banquet at which a SHORT Exec. Bd. Meeting will take
place following the meal.
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Hunkered Down, Rarin' to Go, or Blowin’ and Goin’
By Dr. Tracy W. Jaggers, ADOM
I grew up hearing these three phrases repeated regularly in Oklahoma. It wasn’t until later in life that I
came to understand the significance of each.
1. “Hunkered down” is just maintaining. Sitting and waiting. We used the word when a tornado would
come through. We went to the cellar and just “hunkered down!” Waiting out the storm, hoping for a
better situation.
2. “Rarin' to go” is having good ideas and great intentions but never moving forward; prepared but
immovable.
3. “Blowin’ and goin’” is moving at lightning speed; always fresh, exciting and new. It affords new
vistas to enjoy, new problems to address, new challenges to overcome and new victories to celebrate.
It may not always be positive, but you’re giving it your best!
So, which are you and which phrase best describes the church where you serve?

In John15, Jesus reveals God’s design does not include “hunkering down.” "I am the true vine,
and My Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and
every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit.” It is apparent here that both
“hunkered down” and “rarin’ to go” are not acceptable if you wish to stay attached to the vine!

Gideon was hunkered down, in Judges 6, when The Angel of the LORD showed up at the
winepress. God called Gideon to get “blowin’ and goin’” with an army of only 300. Poor odds
unless the Lord is on your side. Victory is always possible when the King of kings and the Lord of
lords is Ruler.

Daniel’s three Hebrew friends (Hananiah, Azariah and Mishael) learned that obedience and
commitment creates “blowin’ and goin’” even in a fiery furnace. Their clothes were not burned and
they didn’t even have the smell of smoke on their garments. Try that next time you grill out! This
trio of young men had been living a life of faithfulness and they exuded an attitude of invincibility.
Why? Because they KNEW, “our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery
furnace…” (Dan. 3:17)
Again I ask, which are you and which phrase best describes the church where you serve? What are
you attempting for God?

Are you “hunkered down,” just holding on; hoping for a better future, or are you submissive to any
call Jesus might give to you (no matter how crazy it may seem)? This is the path to a revived/
renewed experience?

Are you “rarin’ to go;” planning to make a difference, but never making a difference? Yes, you're
busy and enamored by great intentions. You’re hovering over the battlefield, out of danger, but
never running into battle and never really in the fight.

Are you blowing and going? You know you possess His power to soar on eagles’ wings. The devil
hates you, but you keep pressing forward to win another soul. The Lord is smiling on you and your
congregation. Grab another one out of the fire and give Him the praise! Exalt the Son and our
Father will bless you.

Revitalization Conference

April 10 - 12, 2018
Bethel Baptist, Troy, IL
For more information
and to register, go to
www.ReVITALizeHeartland.com

MISSIONS REPORT

“Sent for This Purpose”

In Luke 4:43, Jesus said, “I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns
as well; for I was sent for this purpose.” This is a good verse for each of us to consider. What is
our purpose? Why wake up every morning and go to work? Why consider joining the GBA
missions team? Why give a missions offerings? Why go on a missions trip? Why have a gospel
conversation with my neighbor? Jesus makes it simple, doesn’t He? Our purpose is to share the
Good News!
Here are a few ways you can “Share the Good News” through missions at Gateway Baptist
Association.
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.

Attend GBA Missions Team, Monthly, Second Thursday, 9:30 am
Consider participating in the Houston Relief Effort, Nov. 3-11, $350, Bethel BC
October is Clergy Appreciation Month
Lottie Moon Christmas offering emphasis is December 3-10
Children’s Ministry Day, Saturday, March 10, Emmanuel BC, Granite City
Missions Spectacular, Saturday, June 2, Whitelaw Ave. BC, Wood River

Let’s Be on Mission With Jesus!
Greg Gomez III, Missions Facilitator (ggomez@gatewaybaptistassoc.org or 618-791-2378)

THANK YOU
We would like to thank Crossroads
Community Church in Brighton for hosting
the GBA Annual Meeting!

HOLIDAY OFFICE CLOSURES
Thursday, Nov. 23 & Friday, Nov. 24
Friday, Dec. 22 & Monday, Dec. 25
Friday, Dec. 29 & Monday, Jan. 1, 2018

Please Pray for
our Pastorless
Churches:

Gateway Financial Report
Aug. 2017

Sept. 2017

Year-to-Date

New Douglas BC
407 North First St.
New Douglas, IL 62074

Budget Goal

$19,765.44

$19,765.44

$177,888.68

FBC of Forest Homes
1437 Fourth Street
Cottage Hills, IL 62018

Total Receipts

$13,190.76

$18,076.28

$133,289.49

Expenses

$16,995.99

$17,662.87

$158,837.00

Net Income

$-3,805.23

$413.41

$-25,547.51
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today to
switch from
“Snail Mail” to EMAIL
and help us save on postage!

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering
and Week of Prayer
December 3 - 10
Starting in 1888, the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering®
was established to empower the international missions
efforts for Southern Baptists. After more than a century,
the annual offering continues its steady growth. The
National Goal this year is $160 Million. Your giving
enables missionaries to be sent to make disciples and multiply churches among unreached peoples
and places for the glory of God. For resources and more information, go to imb.org/LMCO.

