Summer 2017
Saturday, June 3, 2017
9 am to 4:30 pm
New Hope Baptist Church

222 W. Ahrens, Worden, IL
Missions Spectacular is a one
day hands-on missions
opportunity specifically
designed for families, youth
groups, and adult groups. It can
be used by the local church to
help their members move
beyond the walls of the church to engage one of their Acts 1:8
mission fields right here in Illinois.
Families and groups can choose from a variety of mission
projects. The registration fee is $15 and includes a Chick-fil-A lunch.
You may purchase an event t-shirt for $8 during the registration
process.
To register, go to www.ibsa.org/missions. Please contact Greg
Gomez (GGomez@gatewaybaptistassoc.org or 618-254-3953) or
Debbie Muller (DebbieMuller@IBSA.org or 217-391-3126) if you
have questions.

~~

Save the Date

~~

Gateway Baptist Association’s

Annual Meeting
will be held on

Saturday, Sept. 30
at Crossroads Community Church
305 N. Maple, Brighton, IL

10 am:
10:30 am:
12 pm:
1 pm:

Messenger Registration
Business Meeting
Lunch
Worship through Music, Prayer and Preaching

“Impacting our World”

Ten Characteristics of Spiritual Leadership
By ADOM Dr. Tracy W. Jaggers

There is a marked difference between
leadership and “spiritual” leadership. There
are lots of successful and effective leaders in
the business world, but there are few that get
people to follow their vision to the grave. As
much as I hate to say this, Adolf Hitler could
be considered a spiritual leader. He convinced
a large German populace to follow his vision
for ruling the world. Yes, he was deceived and probably even
demonic, but he impassioned people of all ages, even religious
leaders, to follow his strategy.
So, what is the distinction here? I define leadership as the power,
capacity or ability to lead other people. Spiritual leadership is defined
as the God-given ability to set goals and declare God’s vision to the
body of Christ in such a way that believers voluntarily and
harmoniously join in those goals as their worship offering to the Lord.
With that being said, here are the character qualities I believe are
vital to successful spiritual leadership:

Listen without mentally critiquing the speaker’s motives or ideas.

Affirming the speaker, as you listen, reveals you are engaged in the
discussion.

Expect the best from every follower – don’t be negative. Not

everyone will do it YOUR way. Allow for personal creativity and
innovation.

Adjust your ideas and plans to coincide with the Lord’s vision – reject
self-centeredness. Let the process be fluid enough so the Lord can
offer options along the way – then join Him.

Direct all praise for any success to the Lord – this is NOT about you.
If you find yourself angry or disappointed, it’s probably because the
goals are yours and not His!

Encourage willing obedience to God’s plans instead of reluctant

compliance. Following the Lord or leading His flock because you
should, is not the same as loving to serve Him because He first loved
you. Love must be our driving force!

Respect everyone – from the greatest to the least; from those

“under” you to those “over” you. Give preference to one another.
Never look down on others, because He has chosen the weak.
Publicly acknowledge every follower’s hard work and discipline or
correct privately.

Search for the best way to accomplish the Lord’s plans. Take it step
by step - Nehemiah was a great example of this!

Hold fast to the Word – the Bible must be your Standard Operating
Procedures.

Involve every believer in the journey. Let everyone know they are a

vital part of the body of Christ and as such, all should serve. We must
never allow anyone to sit on the sidelines.

Pray fervently for the wisdom, guidance, protection and blessing of

the Lord. If it is not His plans, then it will probably falter or fail. Prayer
is the key to success!

Did you find yourself in this list of the productive spiritual leader characteristics? I hope so. We are living in time when it is imperative for us to
be competent, productive, and compelling leaders. We must be evangelistically-effective and spiritually-consistent so others ask why we have
hope, love, joy and peace. Leaders must mirror the vision the Lord has
shown us and we must lovingly recruit every believer to join that vision.
We cannot afford to let down our congregation, the lost, or the Lord.

ReVITALize
The Midwest
April 10-12, 2018
Hosted by Gateway Baptist Association
ReVITALize the Midwest is seeking to
“restore and/or redesign the local church to
become vital and thriving.” The church
must regain her vigor and become a VITAL
ministry in reaching and discipling the lost.
The key to this conference will be to give you Kingdom tools to regain
that VITAL ministry in your community again!
Key Note Speakers:
Gary L. McIntosh, Ph.D., President of Church Growth Network and
Professor of Christian Ministry and Leadership at Talbot School of
Theology, Biola University.
Tom Cheyney, Founder of RENOVATE National Church Revitalization
Conference.
Terry Rials, Church Revitalization and Renewal conference leader.

Location: Bethel Baptist Church, 7775 Collinsville Road, Troy, IL
Registration Fee: $50 if received by Oct. 1 ($75 after Oct. 1; or
$100 on day of event.)
Our next

Minister’s Luncheon and
Quarterly Executive
Board Meeting
will be held on

Thursday, August 3
11:30 am—1 pm
Two representatives from each
church are allowed to attend.
RSVP by Monday, July 31.
There will be no Minister’s
Luncheons in June or July.

MISSIONS REPORT
On Mission with Jesus
“Shine Like Stars”
Have you ever looked up into a dark cloudless night and taken in
the wonder and beauty of God’s starry universe? In Philippians
2:15-16, the Apostle Paul reminded the believers of the church in
Philippi to “Hold onto the Word of Life and Shine Like Stars in the
sky.” Those encouraging words rang true then during the first
century (62 AD) as they do now in 2017. How are we as believers
to live our lives On Mission with Jesus today? Do you have a
heart for missions? Do you have a desire to serve others in Jesus’
name? Permit me offer a few suggestions on how you can “Shine
like Stars” this summer.
One way to “Shine like Stars” is to consider participating as a
one-day missionary in our Gateway Baptist Association Missions
Spectacular on Saturday, June 3, 2017. You and your church
adult-team can volunteer to serve in the community of New Hope
Baptist Church in Worden, Illinois. We have 14 mission projects
ranging from painting sidewalk curbs and picking up trash in the
park to washing police cars and helping senior adults with jobs
around the house. For a $15 registration fee, you can enjoy the
company of fellow believers in serving others and a tasty Chick-filA box lunch. Go to the IBSA website (www.ibsa.org/missions) and
register soon.
Another way to “Shine like Stars” is by becoming a member of
the Gateway Baptist Association (GBA) Missions Team. We are
looking for Missions Champions from each of our 47 churches.
The opportunity to shine like a star can start by representing your
church and attending our monthly meetings, which are normally
on the second Thursday of each month at 9:30 am. One of the
primary jobs you will have as a Missions Champion is to help us
promote our “Pray, Give, and Go” emphasis among our churches.
We meet at the Gateway office on 4539 Wanda Road in
Edwardsville, IL, and you are always welcome.
Finally, you can “Shine like Stars” by volunteering your time
throughout the summer. During the summer months of June, July,
and August, your association is hosting a mission team from
Texas and sending mission teams to 8 different states. 14 GBA
churches are also sending missionaries proclaiming the Good
News of Salvation to 13 foreign countries, and we could use
prayer warriors throughout the summer. Please contact me, Greg
Gomez (618-254-3953 or 618-791-2378 or at my new email
ggomez@gatewaybaptistassoc.org) on
how you can be more involved in
Join us for
missions and “Shine like Stars” this
the next monthly
summer. Let’s Be on Mission with
Missions Team Meeting
Jesus!
THURSDAY, JUNE 8
@ 9:30 am
Hermano Greg

October 16-17, 2017

4867 Baptist Camp Road, Pinckneyville, IL 62274
Phone (618) 336-5272

RSVP to Amy at (618) 254-3953 or
admin@gatewaybaptistassoc.org
Cost $50 double occupancy; $80 single occupancy
(This includes lodging and four meals.)

Shooting (rifles and handguns only; bring your own
ammo), rest, relaxation, fellowship, prayer
and FOOD!! We are Baptists!!
The 2017 Theme is: “Sighting in on your Ministry Target”

There is still time to make plans to join us August 4 - 13, 2017,
as we travel to Magdalena, Guatemala!
We will be completing various projects for the local school and in the
community as well as sharing the Gospel!
For more information, contact Pastor David Denton @ 618-520-8902.

Gateway Financial Report
March
2017

April
2017

Year-to-Date
2017

Budget Goal

$19,640.48

$19,640.48

$78,561.48

Total Receipts

$18,938.18

$11,529.72

$53,220.94

Expenses

$14,907.00

$17,060.23

$68,807.51

$4,031.18

$-5,530.51

$-15,586.57

Net Income

www.sbcannualmeeting.net/sbc17

Thank you for your prayers during the
Associational Missions Emphasis Week!
We are privileged and honored to
partner with you in ministry!

4539 Wanda Rd., Edwardsville, IL 62025
Office Hours . . . . 9:00 am - 2:00 pm M-TH
Telephone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 618/254-3953
Fax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 618/254-4132
e-mail: admin@gatewaybaptistassoc.org
Website: www.gatewayba.org

Dr. Tracy Jaggers, ADOM: tjaggers@gatewaybaptistassoc.org
Greg Gomez, Missions Facilitator: ggomez@gatewaybaptistassoc.org
Amy Barnes, Admin. Assistant: admin@gatewaybaptistassoc.org
Diane Ward, Financial Secretary: admin@gatewaybaptistassoc.org

