
 The Informer 
Gateway Baptist Association Newsletter  February/March 2018 

Revitalization Conference 

April 10 - 12, 2018 
Bethel Baptist, Troy, IL 

In This Issue 

• ReVITALize; Hope 

for the Heartland 

• Active Shooter Trng. 

• SBC Registration 

• Meet Calvary, Ed. 

• DOM Comments 

• Area/World Missions 

• Coming Events 

• Children’s Min. Day 

ReVITALize: is Coming Soon! 
This is the one conference EVERY pastor 

should attend in 2018!  
Partial Scholarships are being offered to 

GBA Pastors in need. 
 

Text “hope” to 63975 to get the ReVITALize 
app and all the info you’ll need.  

REGISTER NOW @ 
www.revitalizeheartland.org 

Why is  

Revitalization 

Imperative? 

Because churches have yet to accomplish the Great  
Commission, Acts 1:8 is still Jesus’ final command, AND  

because there are still billions who are leaving this planet for an 
eternal existence separated from our King and Creator.  

http://www.revitalizeheartland.org


ACTIVE SHOOTER TRAINING WAS A GREAT SUCCESS! 

We had 61 in attendance. The training and interactive scenarios were extremely beneficial. 

Thanks to Chief William Cunningham, Lt. Brazzell, Sgt. Doyle and Terry Mohr of Gearhart 

Insurance. Gearhart provided the meal (http://gearhartgroup.com/index.php) 

Mike Brockmeier, Dr. Rob Schneider, Brian Bond 

• Pastor Rob Schneider, and his wife Joan, have 

been at Calvary for 15 years.   

• Established in the early 1950’s by the Stubblefield 

family. They met in downtown Edwardsville, until 

the 1970’s, when they moved to their present     

location on Hwy 157.  

• Pastors Mike and Brian have been at the church 

for 12 and 5 years respectively 

• They are involved in Colorado missions and helped 

start a work in China.  

• Every year the VBS , Student Ministry, AWANAs, 

Musical Presentations and Children’s Ministry are 

a focus of ministry. They are involved in community 

activities via F.A.C.E.S. Screening and a home-

school coop.  

• Prayer request: to be faithful in reaching their  

community with the gospel and to be enraptured 

with knowing the heart of  God. 

2249 S State Route 157, Edwardsville, IL 62025 

Services: Sunday 9:30 am Bible study; 10:45 am Worship; 

5:30 pm  - Transformed studies. 

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH, EDWARDSVILLE 

https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN286x5730429&id=YN286x5730429&q=Calvary+Baptist+Church&name=Calvary+Baptist+Church&cp=38.776496887207%7e-89.9908065795898&ppois=38.776496887207_-89.9908065795898_Calvary+Baptist+Church&FORM=SNAPST


Church Messenger & 

Guest Pre-registration 

You can pre-register your church              

messengers and invited guests online for the 

2018 SBC Annual Meeting.  No more waiting 

in long lines and filling out cards manually. 

1. When you pre-register a church         
messenger online, each messenger gets a 
unique 8 digit "Registration code" printed on 
their messenger card. 

2. Print out the messenger card, and give it to your church messenger. A copy of the messenger card will 
also be emailed directly to the messenger's personal email address. 

3. The church messenger presents their messenger card to the registration desk at the 2018 SBC Annual 
Meeting in Dallas, TX. 

COPY THIS LINK TO PRE-REGISTER: http://www.sbc.net/annualmeeting/ 

Bi-vocational Pastor and Wife Dinner—MARCH 5 
 6:30 PM at Ravanelli’s in Granite City 

3 American Village, Granite City, IL 62040 
618-877-8000 

Wives eat free! But you MUST RSVP by Feb. 28 
Contact Dr. Jaggers at 618-254-3953 or  

tjaggers@gatewaybaptistassoc.org 

Pulpit Supply Preachers Fellowship 

February 24 from Noon to 2 PM 

Those desiring to remain on the Pulpit 

Supply List, or desiring to be added to the 

list need to be at this fellowship. 

Lunch will be provided 

RSVP with the GBA Office by February 21 

618-254-3953 

2017 COOPERATIVE PROGRAM 

GIVING BY GBA CHURCHES TOPS 

ALL ILLINOIS ASSOCIATIONS 

ONCE AGAIN! 



Why be Part of an Association? 
 

What can the association do? “Churches plant churches!” but not all churches 
have the resources to start a new work. 

Associations have the cooperative funds and tools to kick off and help sustain a 
new church plant. 

Associations usually know where a new mission has the greatest chance of 
flourishing. 

Churches DO mission ministry, but not all churches have national and international connections to determine 
a location with specific needs befitting your mission team. The Association has connections! 
 
Churches need training/equipping. Most pastors are skilled at theology and hermeneutics, but often lack the 
beneficial training to help a music leader, children’s ministry leader or preschool worker. The Association can 
locate effective leaders who can bring their skills and experience to your ministry environment.  
The Association has connections! 
 
Churches often need tools and materials. The cooperative funds of the Association help ALL churches have 
Bible Study curriculum, block party equipment, disaster relief resources and training, and new church start 
resources that no one church may be even capable of affording. The Association has stuff! 
 
The Association provides: 

Fellowship with other like-minded leaders of the universal body of Christ. 
Partnership missions for churches who are too small to go on mission as an individual group and/or may 

lack the resources to make the trip a reality! 
A confidential sounding-board off of which pastors may bounce ideas, or just to be an advisor,  
 encourager or friend. 

 
There are a variety of other ways that associational cooperation and camaraderie assists leaders and 
churches to accomplish Kingdom work effectively. We are working on changes to make GBA the association 
you need us to be! Get involved and you may just be the next catalyst to newer and greater benefits! 

Annie Armstrong Easter 

Offering Week of Prayer  

March 3-11, 2018 

Give for the Spread of the 

Gospel 

Southern  VBS  Clinic 

March 3, 2018 

 First Baptist Church 

406 S. Division Street 

Carterville, IL 62918 

https://il.sbcworkspace.com/Pub/Event/Register/55228640


Walking With Jesus 

A friend of mine (Deacon TK), recently gifted me with a beautiful walking cane because he knows I love 

to take hiking adventures with my two grandsons (ages 5 and 3). Engraved on the wooden staff were the 

words of Jesus found in John 8:12, which state, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in 

darkness, but will have the light of life.”  

As I reflect on the new year of 2018 and the many events and activities I have planned on my personal, 

work, and church calendar, I ask you to consider this one thought as it relates to this verse. My grandsons tend 

to obey my guidance whether we are hiking down an open sunny path or a dark shadowy trail. Just as my 

grandsons follow their grandpa’s direction to enjoy a safe hiking experience, I am also reminded how I should 

do the same with my Savior, Jesus. He knows my every step in life. 

Two Questions: Are you following Jesus? Are you ready to trust and obey Him completely by letting 

Him guide your every step down this journey, often called the Trail of Life?  

Children’s Missions Day (CMD) is coming up on Saturday, March 10th at Emmanuel Baptist Church in 

Granite City. It is not too late to register your church children’s team of 1st through 6th graders for one of our 12 

Gateway Baptist Association missions projects. Go to the IBSA website (http://www.ibsa.org/kids), look for 

Granite City, make your selection, and submit your $15 registration fee per participant. Call Greg Gomez if you 

need information or assistance. The registration fee includes a CMD t-shirt, a fantastic lunch, and an unforget-

table one-day, mission’s experience for our children.  

Let’s Be On Mission With Jesus! (by Greg Gomez III, Missions Facilitator ) 

AROUND 

THE        

CORNER    

OR AROUND 

THE WORLD 

March 1—Jim Grant, Guest Speaker 

April 1—No Meeting this month due to ReVITALize 

May 3—Executive Board Meeting — devotional by Pastor 

   Ben Ritz 



4539 Wanda Road 

Edwardsville, IL  62025 

Phone:  (618) 254-3953 

Fax:       (618) 254-4132 

Email:  Dr. Tracy Jaggers, ADOM  
       tjaggers@gatewaybaptistassoc.org 

 
   Greg Gomez III, Missions Facilitator  
       ggomez@gatewaybaptistassoc.org 

Staff Office Hours:   
    Mon. – Thurs. 9 am – 2 pm 

ADOM  Office Hours:  
    Mon. – Thurs. 9 am-5 pm; Fri. 8 am– 12 pm 

 Visit us on the web at  
  www.gatewayba.org  

Please, pray for our 
pastorless churches 

New Hope Baptist Church 
222 W. Ahrens, Worden, IL 
62097 

FBC of Forest Homes 

1437 Fourth Street 

Cottage Hills, IL 62018 

 

Children's Missions Day 2018 is quickly   
approaching. Emmanuel BC in Granite City will be 
hosting our Gateway Baptist Association annual 
event on Saturday, March 10th, which begins at 9 am 
and concludes at 4 pm. Please go the IBSA website 
and    register your church team for one of the 13 
planned projects  The maximum number of people on 
a team is 14 (4 adults and 10 children) first through 
sixth grade. Each participant's registration fee is $15 
and includes a t-shirt, a lunch, and supplies. Most 
teams will have a morning mission project and an 
afternoon project back at the church. A celebration 
time is scheduled at 3 or 3:30. Pastor Ben Ritz and 
the   planning team are excited about this year's 
event and are looking forward to seeing you there.                                   

Please direct your questions to Greg Gomez at 618-791-2378 or ggomez@gatewaybaptistassoc.org.  

The Planning Team is looking for Volunteers as follows:  

1. Deliver Lunches to 1 or 2 teams: One-hour required; You & your vehicle. 

2. Door Greeters: Welcome church teams; one hour required. 

3. Donations: 150 apples. 

4. Donations: Large box of lawn trash bags. 

5. One-Hour, indoor mission projects: Instructions & supplies included. 

6. Donations: Go-Home Treats: 150 brown bags. 

7. Donations: Go-Home Treats: 150 healthy snacks. 

8. Donations: Small Water bottles: 150, small, 8 ounce.  

9. Nurse: Handle minor scrapes, cuts, & bruises throughout the day (9 am - 4 pm)  

President’s Day 

February 19, 2018 

Good Friday 

March 30, 2018 

mailto:ggomez@gatewaybaptistassoc.org

