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What’s the deal with the Annual Baptist Association Meeting?
I have attended numerous associational annual meetings in the past 40+ years of ministry. I am absolutely convinced of the
necessity for the LOCAL association! It’s at the local level where you catch a glimpse of Southern Baptists on the front lines.
Associations are simply regional networks of Southern Baptist churches that affiliate, serve and cooperate based on common
geography. Every association has one annual meeting, usually in the Fall, where business is conducted, missional productivity is
displayed and new church starts are celebrated.
Here are a few encouraging observations found while attending associational annual meetings:
Young pastors are showing up again, eager to serve, and asking questions. They seem not only interested in, but excited
about being part of what’s happening locally.

The Southern Baptist Convention has always grown at the associational level. The Association is where you join in
Southern Baptist life.
Each association has their own unique vision and they each accomplish their goals in individual ways. Some are more
institutional, others are more organic and network like. Some are more pastor-focused, others are more missions-focused.
The common thread is that they are all dependent on the cooperative effort of every church, no matter how small or large.
Much great work is being done that you and I may never know about. Associations are not the topic of big conferences,
and volumes aren’t written about the encounters of associational life, but relationships, cooperation and intentionality of
local mission efforts reveal the value of our partnership.
Generational gaps are struggling to melt together, and it is vital that they do. As our culture changes, we are all aware
that we are losing ground. This is unacceptable in the face of the Great Commission and Acts 1:8.
Local churches across our nation are reaching out to meet the needs of other churches and communities. Whether
because of terror, hatred, disaster, rebuilding or expanding, it’s a beautiful thing to see churches caring for their extended
Christian family.
Are there questions concerning the future of the Local Association? Sure, but she’s not going away. Shifts are taking place
to make associations more flexible and valuable for the sake of the gospel and the health of the church. 70% of all SBC churches
have less than 100 in attendance each week, and only 575 of 51,000 have over 1,000. We NEED each other, and praise the Lord,
these networks do not appear to be going down without a fight!

Pastors’s Prayer Retreat
October 15-16, 2018
at Lake Sallateeska
FREE to the first 20 pastors—Double Occupancy
If you desire Single Occupancy, you must pay the $30
difference.
A time of prayer, meditation, visioning and planning!
The joint gathering theme is:

“What Wakes you up at Night?”
THE GOAL: for you to come back rested and recharged.
2 PM on Monday until Tuesday after lunch (leave when
you are ready)

GBA churches serving
through your Colorado
partnership this summer
 Calvary, Edwardsville

 Dow SBC, Dow
 Whitelaw Ave. BC, Wood

River

Dates for Upcoming Minister’s Luncheons
September 6 - Dr. Jim Grant, "Leading for a Change"
October 4 - Roundtable Discussion - How Do You Celebrate
Communion Creatively?
*November 1 - Sexual Abuse Summit Report
[All at 11:30 AM]
* = Executive Board Meetings

Register and get an additional discount by using the code: GuideStone
go to http://sexualabusesummit.com/
Thirteen undergraduate courses taught by Bill Vinson at
SWBTS have been converted into Internet courses for
developing Bivocational ministers and Lay leaders. The
courses bring down-to-earth ministry relevance to nonseminarians because the class dialogues that occurred
between the students and Dr. Vinson have been
preserved in the courses. Any Christian minister who has
not graduated from seminary should grasp the
opportunity to dive into these rich and rewarding studies,
and . . . they cost nothing!

Please check them out at
http://www.moodle.4disciples.org/

The courses open on September 4, 2018

See You at the Pole Resource
September 26, 2018

Teens Giving the Gift of the Gospel

Pastors and Church Youth Leaders can
request from 100 to 2000 Free Life Books
for their teens to give as gifts to their classmates and peers.
Go to: https://thelifebook.com/youthleaders/
to get them in time for See You at the Pole!

The Life Book for 2018 is 96 pages,
contains the Gospel of Mark (ESV),
and uses a unique interactive layout
designed to introduce teens to Jesus Christ.
Life Books are free to churches with no strings attached.
2.5 Million teen missionaries have handed out 33 Million Life Books.
Life Book makes it simple for Christian teens to be involved in evangelism.

Southwest Illinois School
of Theology (SWIST) is
starting new classes soon!
SWIST 2018-19 Brochure
(click line above)

ADF provides churches with a legal review of their key documents, access to
counsel from attorneys on religious freedom issues, and legal representation
on religious freedom issues, should the need arise. The $250 annual fee for
these services has been reduced to $125 (IBSA will cover half the annual fee
for IBSA member churches). Use the promotion code IBSA2018 when signing
up for the Church Alliance program.

Labor Day
September 3, 2018
Thanksgiving
November 22-23, 2018

Please, pray for
our pastorless
churches
New Hope Baptist
Church 222 W.
Ahrens, Worden, IL
62097
FBC of Forest Homes
1437 Fourth Street
Cottage Hills, IL 62018

We were able to
pass on 70
chairs to The
Body of Christ
Church (TBOC)
because others
gave first!

Heartland Baptist Church in Godfrey, IL is searching
for a part-time Minister of Music. 15-20 hours per
week. Duties include development and oversight of a
blended contemporary worship program. 5 years’
worship leader experience required. Experience with
audio/visual technology required. Ability to read sheet
music & play instrument preferred.
To obtain a written copy of the description of this
position, please call 618/462-1276. Please email
resumes to Office@hbcalton.com

October 6, 2018, 6:30—9:00 PM
GBA Resource Center

4539 Wanda Road
Edwardsville, IL 62025

Phone: (618) 254-3953
Fax:
(618) 254-4132
Email: Dr. Tracy Jaggers, ADOM
tjaggers@gatewaybaptistassoc.org

Office Hours:
Mon. – Thurs. 8:30 am – 4 pm;
Fri. 8:30 am– 12 pm

