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You are Invited to the
GBA Christmas Party
At the GBA Resource Center
4539 Wanda Road
Edwardsville, IL 62025
Thursday, December 5, 2019
From 6:30—8:30 PM
Meal catered by Mother’s Catering
Menu: Top Round Roast Beef or Boneless Chicken Breast, Green
Beans, Vegetable Medley, AuGratin Potatoes, Salads, Rolls, Drinks
and Dessert.
RSVP deadline, November 27, 2019

From your GBA Staff

There are burdens a pastor should never pick up, much less carry for any length of time. Most are issues beyond
his control or purview. Here are eight personally and corporately-perceived burdens
that come to mind.
1. The Soiled Reputation of the Congregation
The sordid past of a church is extremely difficult to overcome. Some try changing their
name, but the old attitudes and characteristics have yet to be resolved. A church must
commit themselves to building a new reputation and apologizing to their community via
new life, new joy, and a new message of peace and hope.
2. The Obsolete Methodologies of the Past
“But those were the good old days!” I can’t tell you how many times I’ve heard that
ridiculous phrase. SO, you still want to climb in a Model-T and cross the US at a blazing
35mph? This is the 21st century! Try something new, innovative and valuable. Attempt to reach hurting families,
struggling parents and at-risk marriages. You and I have the Good News – share it from the pulpit, at your job, in
the classroom and over fence with your neighbors. People don’t want past successes; they are seeking hope for a
healthy future.
3. Miserable People
Many of the Millennials, Gen X and Yers say they don’t go to church because they see most church members as
grumpy, negative, unhappy people. They are looking for a people whose faith gives them joy and purpose.
4. Spiritual Apathy
Some congregations I have observed seem to think everybody knows they are a loving church. The reality is,
most churches only love those who look like them and have a similar socio-economic background. As George
Barna has stated,

“Most churches think that unchurched people are searching for a friendly church when in reality, unchurched people are
searching for a caring church. Having a friendly congregation is what sociologists would call a ‘necessary but insufficient condition’ to keep visitors returning. You can meet friendly people at Disneyland. Ministry is about investing in people’s lives, which mandates genuine demonstrations of concern.”

The church must receive their call to be witnesses to their Jerusalem. Our harvest is predominantly outside the
church!
5. Past Failures
We ALL come from the “sinner pool.” Some pastors and church members have fogotten the pit from which they
were dug. Can you imagine the Apostle Paul being considered as a pastor today? “Sorry Paul, you have a blemished past.” All of us do! 1 Cor. 6:9-11
6. Prodigal children
A pastor “ruling his own household well,” has come to imply his homelife must be perfect and unified. Did Jesus
have discord in His ranks? Yep, a betrayer for a purse-keeper and two brothers vying for the seat at Jesus’ righthand?
7. A congregation of Pharisees
Some churches have assimilated the legalism and self-righteousness of the religious hypocrites of the New
Testament. Remember, without Jesus we are NOTHING! Yes, nothing! Maybe, these pious people are really lost
legalists in need of a Lord and Savior? 1 John 2:18-19
8. Trying to be Jesus
There is only ONE, unique Son of the Father, and you are not him, and neither am I. We are called to be a witness, an equipper of the saints, an overseer and shepherd of the flock. The role of Savior and King of kings has
been taken. Let us humbly accept and live within our role and lay our burdens at the feet of the Burden-Bearer.
Matthew 11:27-30

We have a NEW three-year, reciprocating Mission Partnership with the
Montana Southern Baptist Convention (presented by the Missions
Committee and the Admin Team, and approved by the Executive Committee
and the Annual Meeting). We will be conducting additional Video Vision
Trips and planning a Vision Trip in early 2020. Consider now how you and/
or your church family can go on mission to Montana. Partnering with other
churches is an affordable way! www.mtsbc.org

Thank you to Pontoon Baptist Church for hosting our 2019 Annual Meeting.
Thank you to Chris and Deb Teno for donating the BBQ.
Thank you to Crosspoint Puppet Ministry for the children’s puppet show .
Thank you to Greg Puckett for leading in worship.
Thank you to Nate Adams for being our guest speaker.

Turn Your World Upside Down
Spread the Gospel!

2019 Book of Reports
(click on the “2019” link)

Ministry Luncheons 11:30 AM – 1:00 PM
November 14, 2019—Executive Board Mtg.
Devotion—Brent Snyder, Calvary Alton

The 2020 Leadership Summit will be held in Springfield,
IL at the Crowne Plaza Hotel Jan 21-23, 2020.
Registration begins at 3 pm on Tuesday, January 21 and
the Summit ends by 11 am on January 23. Your DOM
has been given the honor of offering 10 free
registrations (first come first serve). If you are
interested get your name in quickly to Dr. Jaggers
(618) 254-3953 or tjaggers@gatewayba.org

DON’T FORGET!
Set your clocks back an hour on
Saturday, November 2, 2019

Pastor's Prayer and Preparation Retreat January 27
and 28, 2020. Begins with lunch on Monday and goes
to after lunch on Tuesday. This is a time to rest, reflect
and work on sermon preparation for the year. This
event is funded by the Leadership Development
Ministry of GBA. Pastors rooming together (2 per room)
will be free. Pastors desiring a single occupancy room
will need to pay $30.00 additional cost. There are only
15 spots available, so sign up today at
adin@gatwayba.org or (618)254-3953.

Alex Melton, Heartland Baptist Church, Alton
Chris Sedabres, Second Baptist Church, Granite City
Allen Thomas, Whitelaw Avenue Baptist Church, Wood River

RESOURCES FOR GBA MEMBER CHURCHES
Conference Room for retreats, staff meetings, board meetings, web
meetings, Zoom meetings, or just a study area away from the office.
The conference room has a 55” 4K flat panel; numerous outlets and
USB charging jacks; Blu-ray player; video conferencing camera; Wifi
extender for strong, streaming capabilities; snack area; coffee pot;
microwave; refrigerator with drinks (donations accepted); large
dry-erase board… 618-254-3953 or admin@gatewayba.org to
reserve.
We also have the following items for your use.

Video Projector

Portable Sound
System
Indoor Screen
Outdoor Screen

Block Party Trailer
https://gatewayba.org/about-2/
for Inventory and Reservations

17 persons from GBA enjoyed traveling to Williamstown
and Petersburgh, KY to experience the wonders of the
Creation Museum and Ark Encounter, Sept. 30 - Oct. 2.
It was educational and enlightening.

https://gatewayba.org/about-2/
for detailed list of materials

4539 Wanda Road
Edwardsville, IL 62025

Phone (618) 254-3953
Fax (618) 254-4132
Email: Dr. Tracy Jaggers, ADOM

Pray for our pastorless
churches
Calvary, Granite City
3000 Washington Ave.
Granite City, IL 62040
Greater St. James
106 Belle Street
Alton, IL 62002
New Hope Baptist Church
222 W. Ahrens,
Worden, IL 62097

Thanksgiving Holiday
Nov. 28-29, 2019
Christmas and
New Years Break
Dec. 24, 2019 —
Jan. 1, 2020

tjaggers@gatewayba.org
Connie Noel– Administrative Assistant
and Finance
admin@gatewayba.org

Office Hours
Mon. – Thurs. 9:00 am – 4:30 pm;
Fri. 9:00 am– 12 pm

www.gatewayba.org

Thanks to Keaton Halley of Creation Ministries International.
Guess
Speaker
at our
September
November
6, 2018,
6:30—9:00
PM 23, 2019 luncheon.
www.creation.com
GBA Resource
Center

