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How will we look back at 2020? 
 

 
 
I have wondered how I will remember 2020. I remember exactly where I 
was and what I was doing when the Challenger explosion occurred and 
the terrorists attacked the World Trade Center and the Pentagon, but I 

believe this year of pandemic will forever be etched in my mind as well. My question is: “Will I re-
member 2020 with a positive or negative outlook? 
 
We can see it as a loss of social interaction; wasted hours; incarceration in our homes; loss of 
hours and pay; distancing from loved ones (especially at-risk loved ones); long monotonous days 
and angry, impatient people with the whole mask and sanitizing procedure.  
 
Or, we can accept it as change (difficult, but not impossible); getting to go to work, meetings or 
church in our pajamas; being pressed into new technology to keep connected; learning safety, 
sanitizing and security protocols for the health of others; helping shut-ins; taking food to at-risk 
persons; getting out of school faster; learning patience and the rest of a slower pace. 
 
What viewpoint will you have? Job said in 2:10 – “Shall we indeed accept good from God and not 
accept adversity?" What have you gained or lost? Will we laugh or cry? Will we blame others for 
the pandemic or learn from it? Will we continue to carry masks and hand sanitizer for years? Will 
ever again be able to shake a person’s hand or hug a neck? What will be gone that we enjoyed 
before (restaurant; theater; potlucks)?  
 
What will we want to do first, when this is all behind us? Travel? Go bowling? Go to a sporting 
event? Go to Disneyland or Disney World? Maybe just go sit close to a loved one and talk for 
hours? Will we find the same excitement and diversion in a hike, a bike ride, the lake side, a 

beach or our own porch?  
 
Will we hate the remembrance of 2020 or will we pass on 
what we have learned to the generations to come? I wish 
we could have talked with those who survived the Span-
ish flu of 1918-20 (where millions of Americans died). 
 
 
What will 2020 look like in your rearview mirror? Will you look at it through 
rose-colored glasses tinted by the Word and our Lord’s healing blood? Take 

off the eye patches of the world and the blinders of secular society and see the might and power 
of God Almighty in what has truly been a struggle, but maybe also a victory. What’s the future 
look like as you leave 2020 behind? 
 
Philippians 3:13-14 – Brothers and sisters, I do not count myself to have apprehended it (the pow-
er of the resurrection); but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, I am reaching 
forward to those things which are ahead, I am pressing toward the goal for the prize of the upward 
call of God in Christ Jesus. 

 



January 11, 2021 at 6:30 PM  

at the Gateway  

Resource Center 

Allan Taylor serves as the Executive Pastor at FBC, Knoxville, 

TN. Allan previously served with Lifeway Christian Resources after 

serving as Minister of Education for FBC, Woodstock, GA (1995-

2015). Allan has written:  The Six Core Values of Sunday School 

and Sunday School in HD. He and his wife, Linda, live in their 

hometown of Knoxville, TN  



4539 Wanda Road 

Edwardsville, IL  62025 

Phone (618) 254-3953 

Fax     (618) 254-4132 

Email:  Dr. Tracy Jaggers, DOM  

     tjaggers@gatewayba.org 

Connie Noel – Administrative          
Assistant and Finance  

admin@gatewayba.org 
 

Office Hours  
Mon. – Thurs. 9:00 am – 4:30 pm;  

Fri. 9:00 am– 12 pm 

   www.gatewayba.org 

Pray for our pastorless 
churches 

Calvary, Granite City 
3000 Washington Ave. 
Granite City, IL 62040 

 

New Hope Baptist Church 
222 W. Ahrens,          

Worden, IL 62097 

New Life Church                 
549 Cimarron,               

Hamel, IL 62046 

New Douglas Baptist Church   
407 N. First Street            

New Douglas, IL 62074 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanksgiving 
November 26-27, 2020 

 
 

Christmas and New Year’s  
December 22, 2020— 

January 3, 2021 

November 6, 2018, 6:30—9:00 PM  

GBA Resource Center 

https://gatewayba.org/

