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Disaster Relief Food Distribution Program
Mission – a food ministry that lends itself well to a gospel presentation
What it is – a ministry to local church communities, church members and/or anyone the church is aware of that
could use this ministry. Food vendors have been overwhelmed with pandemic overstock and they have graciously
offered to give away truckloads of food and other items to prevent waste.
What it is not - a ministry to a chosen few; a ministry to church members only. This is a golden opportunity to tell
your community that you care for their present situation.
Ability to participate - 2-4 people per church team; one contact person per team who will call the team to action.
This person’s cell phone number and email address must be provided to the GBA Director for the process to
function effectively.
Frequency - once a month; dates are unknown until about five days prior to delivery.
Process:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Call from Disaster Relief to GBA
Director will text the church’s contact person in advance with dates and expected products.
The church contact person calls the team and has them on standby.
A follow up text from the GBA Director will be made to the church’s contact person concerning the
specific time of delivery.
Teams will arrive at the drop location (Crosspoint Southern Baptist Church, 4539 Wanda Road,
Edwardsville, IL 62025) and have volunteers and vehicles on site and on time.
All volunteers (teams) will assist other churches to off-load all our products before any group will be
free to depart.
Always plan to pick up a few more boxes than you think you can deliver, as there will almost always
be a willing recipient somewhere (gas station; retail store, next door neighbor, etc.).
Each church needs to be present if they have committed to be here. There are no facilities at
Crosspoint to hold or store the boxes. It would be a terrible testimony if we had to trash food items
that could be utilized by needy people.

OPTION: Churches who have food pantries (with the ability to stock both perishables and non-perishables), you
may contact the Disaster Relief Center in Mt. Vernon and go pick up the number of products that you can handle.

We have 11 churches who have shown genuine interest in the Food Distribution Program from
Disaster Relief. There is still time to be a part and bless your community!
Call today to be added to the list (618-254-3953).

What Would Jesus Do?
I believe Jesus would show compassion and safe practices for those who
are still concerned about the COVID pandemic. Shouldn’t we continue to do
the same?
Matthew 22:38 – The second (commandment) is like the first, “You shall
have the God-kind-of-love for your neighbor just like you would have them
have toward you [unselfishly seeking the best or higher good for others].”
Wear the mask and practice safe distancing because Jesus would most likely
do so!

No Vacancy?
Is your church planning room for guests and seekers?
A few Sunday mornings ago I tried to register at four of our GBA
churches. Every service to which I attempted to register were filled to capacity by Saturday afternoon. At
first, I thought “this is great!” After some reflection, I realized this can also be a bit concerning. On all
four websites there was no indication as to a method for a guest or first-time seeker to gain access to
the services. Guests do not usually plan very far ahead and there did not appear to be a special
welcoming section for guests/seekers. A person searching for a church home or desiring to hear the
Word for their specific need would have found a closed door. We must be cognizant of this situation and
develop an avenue for seekers to be a part of our in-person services even if some of our regular
members are inconvenienced.
Also, what are you doing to let guests know there is a safe place for them? I could not locate information
that led me to knowledge of how the churches were dealing with safety and sanitizing practices. They
should be able to easily navigate to information that will help them feel comfortable and safe in your
facilities.
How do first time guests get past our safety measures? If they plan to attend, do they need a mask?
How long must they wear it? Can they take it off once they are seated? Have you set aside safe
distancing between seats? Do you provide masks for those who did not bring one? Do you provide hand
sanitizer? These things STILL need to be promoted – clearly and easily noticed!
They may attempt to join your services once or twice, but if they are unable to breach your limits or
sense there are not safe measures in place, they will either go elsewhere or surmise that “the church”
does not care about them or their family. Envision these people as your neighbor, your friend, a regular
acquaintance (cashier; wait staff), or a relative.
When Jesus arrived on this planet, NO ROOM was available for him – Luke 2:7 - And she (Mary)
brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger,
because there was no room (private room) for them in the inn. May this not be said of our churches.

March 1, 2021— All committees/teams meetings will return again via ZOOM or phone conferencing
March 7 – 14, 2021 Week of Prayer for Annie Armstrong Easter Offering
March 11, 2021— Missions Committee Meeting 9:30 a.m.
March 17, 2021— Admin Team Meeting 9:30 a.m.
March 18, 20201— Church Recharge Meeting 9:30 a.m.
March 21, 2021— Substance Abuse Prevention Day
March 28, 2021— Palm Sunday
April 2, 2021 Good Friday –
GBA Office Closed
April 4, 2021— Resurrection Sunday
April 8, 2021— Missions Committee Meeting 9:30 a.m.
April 21, 2021— Admin Team Meeting 9:30 a.m.
April 21, 2021— Administrative Professional Day
May 6, 2021— Ex. Brd. Mtg.11:00 a.m.
May 6, 2021— National Day of Prayer

May 9, 2021— Mother’s Day
May 13, 2021— Missions Committee Meeting 9:30 a.m.

May 19, 2021— Admin Team Meeting 9:30 a.m.
May 20, 2021— Church Recharge Meeting 9:30 a.m.

May 31, 2021— Memorial Day—GBA Office Closed

4539 Wanda Road
Edwardsville, IL 62025

Phone (618) 254-3953
Fax (618) 254-4132

Pray for our pastorless
churches
Calvary, Granite City
3000 Washington Ave.
Granite City, IL 62040
New Hope Baptist Church
222 W. Ahrens,
Worden, IL 62097

Email: Dr. Tracy Jaggers, DOM
tjaggers@gatewayba.org
Connie Noel –
Administrative Assistant
and Finance
admin@gatewayba.org

April 2, 2021
Good Friday
May 31, 2021

New Douglas Baptist Church
407 N. First Street
New Douglas, IL 62074

Office Hours
Mon. – Thurs. 9:00 am – 4:30 pm;
Fri. 9:00 am– 12 pm

March 21, 2021 Substance Abuse Prevention Day

May 9, 2021 Mother’s Day

May 31, 2021 Memorial Day—GBA Office Closed

June—Month of Missions

June 13-16, 2021 SB Convention

November 6, 2018, 6:30—9:00 PM

June 20, 2021 Father’s Day

GBA Resource Center

