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October 7, 2021 @ 11:30 a.m. 
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           Dr. Paul Chitwood was elected  
           president of the International Mission   
           Board (IMB) in November 2018. He    
           previously served as executive  
           director for the Kentucky Baptist  
           Convention (2011-18). Eighteen years   
           prior to that, Dr. Chitwood served as   
           the pastor of various churches in  
           Kentucky. During his days as a pastor, he served as member  
           and/or chairperson of the IMB trustees from 2002-10. He has 
served in short-term mission endeavors in South America, Asia, Europe, and Africa. A native of 
Jellico, Tenn., Chitwood is a 1992 graduate of Cumberland College and earned the Master of  
Divinity and Ph.D. from The Southern Baptist Theological (SBT) Seminary, Louisville., KY and a 
masterôs degree in nonprofit administration from the Mendoza College of Business at the  
University of Notre Dame. He served on the faculty of the SBT Seminary between 2002 and 
2018. He and his wife Michelle, have four children.  

Dr. Chitwood is Guest Speaker for the Eighteenth  
Annual Meeting of the Gateway Baptist Association 

Hosted by 
Second Baptist Church      
2100 Illinois Avenue   
Granite City, IL 62040     
Pastor: Chris Sedabres 

 

SEPTEMBER 22, 2021 

Annual Meeting Schedule 

ctrl + click 

file:///C:/Users/twjag/OneDrive/Documents/Annual Meeting/Annual Meeting 2021/2021 Annual Agenda without notes.docx


 

The Navigators also have a digital version entitled ñDigital Discipleship JourneysÊò    
to inspire you to grow in Christ and help others do the same. 

Your free Digital Discipleship Journey will include: 
 
Å A series of eight to 13 weekly emails designed to help you grow spiritually, based on 
your answers to some brief questions about your walk with God (continued on next page). 

The Navigators is a ministry that shares the gospel of Jesus and helps people grow  
in their relationship with Him through Life-to-Life

È
 discipleship, creating spiritual  

generations of believers. Since its founding in 1933, The Navigators has upheld the mission 
ñTo know Christ, make Him known, and help others do the same

È
.ò   

The Navigators is focused on developing disciples person-by-person-by-person and encouraging  
spiritual growth across life stages. A disciple is someone who believes in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior. 
Discipleship means intentionally helping people learn from and live more like Christ by praying with them,  
spending time together in His Word, walking alongside them in everyday life, and equipping them to do the same 
with others.  
 
Through Life-to-Life

È
 relationships, The Navigators discipleship fulfills the message of 2 Timothy 2:2: ñAnd the 

things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses, entrust to reliable people who will also be 
qualified to teach others (NIV).ò 
 
The Navigators offers various discipleship tools and an online resource library . 
 

Two specific tools I want to highlight for the discipleship ministries of our churches:  

The Design for Discipleship  
Series Bible study series has 
been the best-selling discipleship 
course for over 25 years.  
Recently updated with  

interactive, discussion-prompting 
questions and quotes from  

Christian leaders, it can be used 
on your own or in a small group. 
This Bible study will give you 
insight and encouragement to 
help you grow in Christ and help 

others do the same. 

 

Book 1: Your Life in Christ 
 
Book 2: The Spirit-Filled Follower of Jesus 

Book 3: Walking with Christ 

Book 4: The Character of a Follower of Jesus 

Book 5: Foundations of Faith 

6: Growing in Discipleship 

7: Our Hope in Christ, Analysis of First Thessalonians 

* Spanish Versions ï The Design for Discipleship Series also is available in Spanish under the name Dise¶o 
para el Discipulado. 

DISCIPLESHIP IS THE 
GREATEST NEED OF 
THE TWENTY-FIRST 
CENTURY AMERICAN 

CHURCH! 

https://www.navigators.org/resources/


 

Å A series of eight to 13 weekly emails designed to help you grow spiritually, based on your answers to 
some brief questions about your walk with God (continued on next page). 

Å Access to newly designed versions of our most popular discipleship resources and some brand-new 
ones! 

Å Advice on how to use these easy-to-use resources to help friends become gripped by the gospel and 
begin their own adventure with God. 

Å Power-packed biblical truth to help boost your faith and invite others on the journey. 
 
The First Step: Answer four quick questions and sign-up with your email so you can receive your first  
resource. Ctrl+Click the link below: https://www.navigators.org/disciplemaking/questionnaire/ 

Q: People come into the church without masks. If they do wear one into the  
worship center, they often pull down their masks to talk or forget to put it back on 
when they move around or when they leave. As the pastor, you may feel  
disrespected anytime you try to enforce a mask mandate. Itôs like theyôre saying, ñI 
donôt care about you or your family.ò  
I spoke to one of our church leaders and they claimed it was okay to ñcall  
objectors out on itò if I see them not wearing masks. Some bark at me and others 
try to do better until next Sunday. I refuse to be the mask police, but we have  
people like me who are really uncomfortable in large crowds, those who are still 
refusing to come back, and others who are fearful of the new Delta variant. What 
should I do? 
A: As shepherds, it is our responsibility to maintain a safe worship environment. We care 
for the entire flock, not one bleating exasperator! No matter how politely or persistently 
you speak, you may not ever change the mind of the kind of blind, selfish indifference 
found in some persons. They are probably not intentionally disrespecting you; itôs just that their  
convenience and comfort outweighs their good sense. They rebel out of sense of selfishness, fear,  
inconvenience, warped understanding, or misguided view of the true nature of this pandemic. 
Your guests may tip off health authorities (assuming they are appalled, and they actually care to come 
back) concerning the churchôs apathy in coronavirus-prevention practices. But as you say, youôre not the 
mask police, and you do not have the authority to fill that role. You may care passionately but you prefer to 
deal with presenting the Gospel rather than dealing with the headache and you donôt want to put your role 
on the line by escalating the issue. 
Fortunately, where common sense and self-awareness fail, compassion and care can step in. We donôt 
know if the masks are a major deterrent, but health care providers have protected their health by utilizing 
face coverings in the office, treatment rooms, dental chairs, operating rooms, etc. for decades. THEY 
MUST HAVE SOME VALUE! In addition to being a key component in preventing the spread of the  
coronavirus, wearing masks has become shorthand for indicating respect for others. Paul put it this way, 
(Phil. 2:3-4) ñ

 
Donôt be selfish; donôt try to impress others. Be humble, considering others more highly than 

yourselves. 
4 
Donôt look out only for your own interests, but also, take an interest in the needs of others.ò 

Compassion and kindness are the time-honored methods for dealing with those who refuse to adhere to 
the protocols, and you set the example by adhering to it even tighter than anyone else. 

September 22, 2021 maybe a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for our church families.     

Dr. Paul Chitwood, President of the International Mission Board, will be the guest speaker for Gatewayôs 18
th
 

Annual Meeting, at Second Baptist Church in Granite City. He is a very busy servant of God and we had to 
book him three years in advance for this event. Please, we appeal to you and your members to show  
Dr. Chitwood a warm and gracious ILLINOIS WELCOME. Invite your congregation to be in attendance  

and hear the heart of our IMB President! 

https://www.navigators.org/disciplemaking/questionnaire/


Plant Midwest is a gathering of new church pastors and church planters who connect for worship, inspiration, and 
fellowship. We were blest to hear Ray Ortlund at this past meeting. Thanks to St. Louis Metro Association for the 
event and the invite. You are welcome to attend. Let us know of your interest! 
 
 

 
 

 
 
JUST A POLICY REMINDER 
 

Connie has numerous roles she fills and normally has a long list of tasks 
on her TO DO list. Please, respect the GBA policy and give her requests 
for assistance two weeks in advance of your deadline. She is too  

gracious to say ñNo.ò This is my kind effort to protect her time. Tracy  
 

Wednesday, August 11, 2021 at 10:30 AM several of our pastors 
and members were involved in the Memorial Service for Brian 
Pierce, Jr., fallen officer of the Brooklyn, IL Police Dept. Pastor 
Chris Sedabres, Second BC, Granite City, did an stellar job in 
honoring Officer Pierce. Many of us served as chaplains. May 
our Lord minister grace and comfort to the Pierce family in their 
loss! 


