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For generations, Americans have turned to Almighty God to be our hope through trials and our joy in celebrations. It
has been over 70 years since leaders established a public law to reflect our continual dependence on God through
prayer, and each passing year brings another opportunity to praise our Creator and pray for our country. The annual
National Day of Prayer is an occasion for all Americans to gather and call out to God on behalf of our country. Our
nation cannot ignore God’s sovereignty and goodness throughout history—His plans and ways are worthy of our
praise and prayers.
The 2022 theme stands as an invitation and call to worship: “Exalt the Lord Who has Established Us” having been
inspired from the truth of Scripture found in our theme verse, Colossians 2:6-7 NASB “Therefore, as you have
received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, having been firmly rooted and now being built up in Him and
established in your faith, just as you were instructed, and overflowing with gratitude.”
To download the video, open this link with a click and "go to" 2022 NDP Promo Video on Vimeo

The 2022 Southern Baptist Convention is at the Anaheim Convention Center
2099 S. State College Blvd. Anaheim, CA 92806 (714) 765-2800

In This Issue

Beginning with Crossover Anaheim on Saturday, June 11, followed by the Annual
Pastor's Conference on Sunday and Monday, June 12-13, and the convention on
Tuesday and Wednesday, June 14-15. Register and attend if you are able!

Link for the SBC Promo Video
https://sbcannualmeeting.net/
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Children’s Missions Day 2022, hosted by Pleasant Ridge Baptist Church, Collinsville
March 26, 2022
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Thank you to Pleasant Ridge Baptist
Church, Melissa Sweitzer (host leader),
the Pleasant Ridge Youth Praise Band,
Nick Noel (our GBA CMD Coordinator)
and all the locations that allowed our
students to serve them and the
Collinsville Community.

Fairmont Library

What are church leaders and members pointing to as the Top 5 “root problems”
holding their church back from being what God has called them to be (this is
assuming we have dealt with theological, moral, ethical, or legal issues first). Having
done several revitalization processes over the past eight years, we have uncovered
consistent weaknesses in churches that are plateaued, declining, and dying. So,
what are these 5 Top concerns?
In the last two years, as you are well aware, we have ALL been wrestling with new
strategies. Do they address the “new normal” that is evolving? Let’s investigate.
Here are my top five.
1. Embracing Digital Technology
At the height of the COVID virus we were all reaching many new viewers that could never attend our
church because of the lack of proximity. Are we now going to ostracize those who were hearing the gospel
through the digital airways? This modern technology should be an avenue to reach those who are yet
disconnected with a local church family, and still provide for those who were previously attending our
churches.
Many are still okay with live streaming and not returning to the building. What should we do? Should we just
give up the opportunity to spread the gospel to the ends of the earth? Should we HOPE that someone else
will reach them? We must continue to touch the lives of every person our Lord has allowed us to influence.
Keep targeting your online audience and give them clear methods for responding to the gospel message
and to be engaged in discipleship – maybe that can be our new normal!

2. Community Impact
Equip men and women to be godly couples, godly parents, and godly workers. Equip them to live in
spiritual freedom, financial freedom, moral excellence, and social effectiveness. Teach their kids to love
God and love others. Teach their children that they can serve the Lord, right here and right now! Involve
men, women, boys and girls in the activities and health of the church.
3. Have a Clear Discipleship Process
Churches rarely have a clear and workable discipleship process to help regular attendees and new
believers to become fully devoted followers of Jesus. There are several good processes, but a simple and
thorough method is to learn the vital doctrines of the faith by studying the Baptist Faith and Message
together, whether by small group or corporately as a congregation. Help them know who God is, who they
are and why He put us here!
4. Train the Church to Evangelize Naturally
For some churches, their outreach strategy is unclear, weak, or nonexistent. There are numerous
evangelistic methodologies, but the one that is most effective is the one everyone has been equipped to
use and are comfortable with its implementation. The Romans Road is understandable and simple.
Relational evangelism is vital and social evangelism is good when it is tied to a clear, gospel presentation.
The passionate story of a transformed life by a new believer is often the most powerful.
5. Practice & Expect Respectful Communications
This final concern is one I see in pastors, staff, friends, relatives, neighbors, and church members alike.
Communications that are both timely and reciprocal seem to be waning. Responses reveal that the
recipient did not even read the email or mail, and often, when action is required, there is no appropriate
response. When confronted, they indicate that they did not receive the communique or “it must have gone
to spam.” If we really want a healthy marriage, communication is vital. It is equally necessary to a business
or church. If we expect a response, we should respond as well. Without effective and prolific connection,
ministry programs and events compete for people’s time and attention. When that happens, ministry
suffers. Pastors and staff MUST model healthy and beneficial communication. Respond swiftly and
decisively.

GBA Month of Missions Project Request form for 2022
Request must be submitted to GBA NO LATER than May 9, 2022
Mail to 4539 Wanda Road, Edwardsville, IL 62025
Email to admin@gatewayba.org
Or Fax to 618-254-4132
The GBA Missions Team will review and approve, reject, or amend submissions based on the
following criteria:
1. GBA must receive a written request for support.
2. An approved contact person from the church requesting funds must be on file for each mission
project request, with necessary contact information.
3. Since this is a matching program ($500 maximum), the church must also have an equal or greater
financial commitment than the request.
4. Church leadership must submit a written report of the event results and any pertinent comments
concerning the supported mission activity, within two weeks after the event.
5. Mission project funding will only be offered to actively participating churches.
6. The financial commitment is for the current year only.
Church Information
Church Name __________________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________________
City _____________________ State ________ Zip__________
Phone

(

) _______-____________ Cell

(

) _______-___________

Email Address __________________________________________________________
Scheduled Date of Mission Project? _________________________________________
Amount Requested? $ _________________
Intended Use of Funds? __________________________________________________
Church’s Financial Commitment $ _____________________
Actively Participating to GBA? _____ Yes _____ No
Other Comments _______________________________________________________
Request Submitted by ________________________________ Date _______________
(Print name)

OUTREACH AND EVANGELISM

STUDENTS AND CHILDREN
MATERIAL

ADMINISTRATIVE REOURCES

APOLOGETICS

CHURCH PLANTING

For a list of available
resources, CLICK the link
below:
RESOURCES/LINKS
(gatewayba.org)

RESOURCE MATERIALS

DEACON TRAINING

May 5, 2022—Ministry Luncheon and Ex. Board Mtg. 11:30 a.m.
May 8, 2022—Mother’s Day
May 12, 2022— Missions Committee Mtg. 9:30 a.m.
May 18, 2022— Admin Team Mtg. 9:30 a.m.
May 19, 2022— Church Re-Charge Team Mtg.—8:30 a.m.
May 30, 2022—Memorial Day—GBA Office will be closed
JUNE—MONTH OF MISSIONS

June 12-13, 2022—SBC Pastor Conference
June 14-15, 2022—SBC Convention
June 19, 2022—Father’s Day
July 4, 2022—Independence Day
GBA Office Closed

August 4, 2022—Ministry Luncheon and Ex. Board Mtg. 11:30 a.m.

August 7, 2022— Social Issues Day

August 21, 2022—Disaster Relief Day
August 11, 2022— Missions Committee Mtg. 9:30 a.m.
August 17, 2022— Admin Team Mtg. 9:30 a.m.

4539 Wanda Road
Edwardsville, IL 62025

Phone (618) 254-3953
Fax (618) 254-4132

Pray for our Pastorless
churches
First Baptist Church of Collinsville
723 St. Louis Road
Collinsville, IL 62234
New Hope Baptist Church
222 W. Ahrens,
Worden, IL 62097
New Douglas Baptist Church
407 N. First Street
New Douglas, IL 62074

May 30, 2022
Memorial Day

Email: Dr. Tracy Jaggers, DOM
tjaggers@gatewayba.org
Connie Noel
Administrative Assistant
and Finance
admin@gatewayba.org

July 4, 2022
Independence Day

Office Hours
Mon. – Thurs. 9:00 am – 4:30 pm;
Fri. 9:00 am– 12 pm

Whitelaw Avenue BC
800 Whitelaw Ave.
Wood River, IL 62095

Pleasant Ridge BC
195 West Country Lane
Collinsville, IL 62234

Licensed Counselor - Metro East Outpatient Location

Position Summary:
Masters level Licensed Counselor in our Metro-East outpatient location. Applicant should have
experience providing counseling to individuals, couples, and families.
The position offers flexibility working with a team of supportive and skilled professionals.
Qualifications:
Education: Masters Degree
1. Credentials: LCPC, LCSW, LMFT, or equivalent, will consider LPC

2. Experience: Counselor should have experience providing counseling to individuals, couples, and
families.
Guy L. Williams, MS, LCPC
Pathways Counseling Manager
Illinois Baptist Children’s Home and Family Services
949 County Road 1300 N
Carmi, Illinois 62821
(618)382-4164 ext. 1106

