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The Dismantling of a Nation 
 

Election Day is just around the corner. With the recent news of the imminent closing of the steel mill in 
Granite City, Illinois in the next two years I am reminded of the stark reality that our physical steel, our 
moral steel, and our spiritual steel are deteriorating. We are giving away the very strength and power 
that made this country great. I’m not talking specifically about the steel industry, even though it is an 
object lesson related to our downfall, but I think this is just one example of God’s blessing being taken 
for granted. We think we are too strong and too important to fall or be defeated. 
 
And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have many goods laid up 
for many years to come; take your ease, eat, drink and be  
merry"’ (Luke 12:19). These are the words of a man who had 
laid up a great store of earthly goods for himself. Pondering the 
future, he devised a plan to benefit himself. Once carried out, 
he relaxed in his self-indulgence and self-gratification, but he 
forgot his God and his fellow humans. 
 
 
The United States has been a major player in the steel market since the 19th century. In the decades 
after the Civil War, the American steel industry took off. Annual production was approximately 1.25 
million tons in 1880, 10 million tons in 1900, and 24 million tons in 1910, which was far and away the 
greatest production of any country at that time and about 40% of the entire global steel production. 
During this era, the American economy grew to become the largest in the world, largely due to the 
jobs and economic output coming from the growing steel industry. 

 
 In the 1950s American steel mills employed about 700,000 
employees, but in March of 2018, they employed only about 
83,000 workers. Numerous steel mills across the country have 
closed. Most are sitting motionless and rusting away, and the 
share of our national production comes from small “specialty” 
mills. 
 
 

Other countries’ steel production has skyrocketed since the turn of the century, even though much of 
their steel is subpar according to US building codes.  
 
What happens to a country who has no strong ability to produce the steel for weapons of protection? 
What if a third global war should breakout? Take the time to investigate the Iron Age from 1200 BC to 
800 AD. Iron meant security and supremacy! Without iron, countries were attacked, their people taken 
captive and/or killed. 
 
Our nation was once a powerful, respected and even feared 
republic; the bastion of liberty. Today, other nations are  
unconcerned about our strength; we are disrespected and 
even mocked, and we are seen as a divided and weak  
nation who vacillates between traditionalism and  
socialism. 
 
 



We have become much like Israel. We have had the blessings of God for over two hundred years, 

and it now appears that we are experiencing judgments and warnings from God like them. Countries 

who previously craved to be our friend and ally have fled. It appears we have few, real comrades in 

our corner. 

 

How can we expect the blessing and favor of our Heavenly Father when we have driven His presence 

out of our midst - from the White House, the schoolhouse, and even the church house. We say we 

love God,  

yet we have little to no knowledge of what He revealed to our forefathers and what He is now saying 

to us. We have ignored His Word, and we evade the vehicle [prayer] He blessed us with so we can 

talk to Him and hear from Him. 

 

We still have Pharisees with us in the church, and we still have Judases. There are still those who run 

when the going gets tough, those who want the power of God but flee from joining Him in His suffer-

ings, and there are still those who follow even though it may be from a far distance. Then Jesus said 

to His  

disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few, therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest 

to send out workers into His harvest” (Matthew 9:37-38). 

Where will you and I stand when the enemy attacks the church house and the family of God?   
“Therefore, let him who thinks he stands take heed that he does not fall” (1 Cor. 10:12). Pray, seek 
the face of God, walk humbly with the Lord, and repent! HE IS LISTENING.  



Valuable Information Links 



   
 November 1-3, 2022 — IBSA Annual Meeting and Pastor’s Conference 

 
 
 
 November 5, 2022 — Daylight Savings Time Ends  
 
 
       
  November 10, 2022 — Missions Committee Meeting 9:30 a.m. 
 

    
 November 10, 2022 — Ex. Board and Ministry Luncheon 11:30 a.m.  
 
    
       November 11, 2022 — Veteran’s Day 

      
  
November 16, 2022 — Admin Team Meeting 9:30 a.m. 
 
 
      November 17, 2022 — ReCharge/RePlant Meeting 8:30 a.m. 
 

    
 
 November 24-25, 2022 
 GBA Office will be closed for the Thanksgiving Holiday 
 
 

 
December 4–11, 2022 — Week of Prayer for Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 
 
     
     December 8, 2022 — Missions Committee Mtg. 9:30 a.m. 
 

 
 
  December 8, 2022 — Pastor, Staff and Spouse Christmas Party 
 
 

      
          December 23, 2022 — January 2, 2023  
                GBA Office will be closed for the  
           Christmas and New Years Holiday’s 
 

 
 
   
 January 9, 2023 —Tax Seminar 
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Pray for our Pastorless 

churches 

First Baptist Church of Collinsville 
723 St. Louis Road 

Collinsville, IL 62234 
 

New Hope Baptist Church  
222 W. Ahrens,          

Worden, IL 62097 

New Douglas Baptist Church    
407 N. First Street             

New Douglas, IL 62074 
 

Whitelaw Avenue BC 
800 Whitelaw Ave. 

Wood River, IL 62095 
 

Pleasant Ridge BC 
195 West Country Lane 

Collinsville, IL 62234 
 

Crossroads Community Church 
305 N. Maple Street 
Brighton, IL 62012 

 

 

 

 

 
November 24-25, 2022 
Thanksgiving Holiday 

 
December 23, 2022- 

January 2, 2023 
Christmas and  

New Year’s Holiday 

Voting is your Christian privilege! 

Election Day November 8, 2022 

Vote your convictions!!! 

https://gatewayba.org/

