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Gateway Baptist Association Newsletter     

                                      
Jan.-Feb.2023 

Tax Seminar 
Monday, January 9, 2023 at 6:30 pm 

at GBA Resource Center 
4539 Wanda Road 

Edwardsville, IL 62025 
Please RSVP at 618/254-3953 

 

January Bible Study and Lunch 

at the GBA Resource Center 

4539 Wanda Road Edwardsville, IL 62025 

January  24 –26,2023 

11:30 am —1pm 

Open to Everyone 

RSVP at 618/254-3953 

Pastor Clint Plyler 

New Pastor of 

Crossroads Community Church in Brighton 



Keeping the Unity 
 

Ephesians 4:1-6 (check out verses 7-16 as well for context): Therefore I, a prisoner for serving the 
Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of your calling, for you have been called by God. 2 Always be  

humble and gentle. Be patient with each other, making allowance for each other’s faults because of 
your love. 3 Make every effort to keep yourselves united in the Spirit, binding yourselves together with 
peace. 4 For there is one body and one Spirit, just as you have been called to one glorious hope for 
the future. 5 There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all, in 

all, and living through all. 
 
There is a scar I have seen over the past year in virtually 
every church, it is the loss of unity. The dissension and 
anger are only surpassed by the concern for number 
one. Unity has been replaced by self-centeredness and 
a know-it-all attitude. It pains me to see God’s family  
focusing on self and not the Savior. I have tried to avoid 
the cynicism and discouragement caused by this trend, 
but I find that it is also being detected by many of my 
peers in associational, state, and national roles. One 
dear friend told me today that their association has seen 
20 church dissolutions since the COVID pandemic  
started. Why is this happening? 
 

 
 
I really desire for this article to be a positive encouragement for the new year, but I find myself  
overwhelmed by the attacks and discouragement that pastors and friends have been facing over the 
last few years. Dissension in the ranks of the military can get people killed, and in the church, it can be 
the barrier to new believers. They view the lack of love as a reflection of our angry culture. The lost 
expect the church to be a haven from partisan and contentious quarrelling; a group that impacts the 
culture and displays the healing and freeing power of the Cross. Even leadership is not immune from 
this cancer of discord and concern for one's own welfare or benefit at the expense of/or in disregard of 
others. 
 
Are there some ways we can help ensure unity and reclaim the love of God within the family of 
God? Yes, there are, and here are some simple ideas found in Ephesians. 
1) Be humble. Don’t just look out for your own interests or what gives you prestige. 
2) Be gentle. Ask the Lord to help you control your words, your attitudes, and your reactions. 
3) Be patient with each other.  
4) Allow others to make mistakes without cutting them down. Remember the pit from which you were 
dug. 
5) Grab hold of Christ Jesus and pray for those who have differing views or opinions. If it is not a  
theological issue, move forward for the glory of God. 
6) Focus on the right goal; seek to develop the right attitude; and practice the right principles.  
7) Do what you are called and gifted to do. God made us many members in ONE BODY!  If we are 
doing what we are called and gifted to do, we won’t be doing what we ought not be doing!  
8) Do your part and allow others to function within their gifts and skills. Allow individuality! 
9) Treat fellow brothers and sisters in the same manner we would expect them to treat us. 

Paul teaches in Ephesians 4:1-16 that unity is the methodology for effective and productive 
churches. But how do we get from where we are to where God has designed us to be? The path is 
found in this passage, and it is so simple!  



 January 9, 2023—Tax Seminar—GBA Office—6:30 p.m. 
 
 

          January 12, 2023—Ministry Luncheon 11:30 a.m.   
  
 January 12, 2023—Missions Committee Meeting 9:30 a.m. 
   
 
January 16, 2023—Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday  
       GBA Office Closed    
  
 
              January 18, 2023 — Admin Team Meeting 9:30 a.m. 
 
  January 19, 2023 — ReCharge/RePlant Meeting 8:30 a.m. 
 
 
      January 24-26,2023—January Bible Study Ephesians 
    
 
 
   
     February 2, 2023—Ministry Luncheon and Ex. Brd Mtg. 11:30 a.m.  
 
 February 9, 2023—Missions Committee Mtg. 9:30 a.m. 
 

          February 15, 2023—Admin Team Mtg. 9:30 a.m. 
 
 February 20, 2023—President’s Day               
               GBA Office Closed 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are interested in attending the 

2023 Illinois Leadership Summit, 

please contact the GBA Office to get 

in on the early bird registration.  

admin@gatewayba.org or call  

618-254-3953.  

Details are yet to come ! 

mailto:admin@gatewayba.org


4539 Wanda Road 

Edwardsville, IL  62025 

Phone (618) 254-3953 

Fax     (618) 254-4132 

Email:  Dr. Tracy Jaggers, DOM  

     tjaggers@gatewayba.org 

   Connie Noel     
Administrative Assistant 

and Finance  

 admin@gatewayba.org 
 

Office Hours  
Mon. – Thurs. 9:00 am – 4:30 pm;  

Fri. 9:00 am– 12 pm 

   www.gatewayba.org 

 
Pray for our Pastorless 

churches 

First Baptist Church of Collinsville 
723 St. Louis Road 

Collinsville, IL 62234 
 

New Hope Baptist Church  
222 W. Ahrens,          

Worden, IL 62097 

New Douglas Baptist Church    
407 N. First Street             

New Douglas, IL 62074 
 

Whitelaw Avenue BC 
800 Whitelaw Ave. 

Wood River, IL 62095 
 

Pleasant Ridge BC 
195 West Country Lane 

Collinsville, IL 62234 
 

 

 

 

 

 
January 2, 2023 

New Year’s Holiday 
 

January 16, 2023 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

 
February 20, 2023 
President’s Day 

https://gatewayba.org/

