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GBA policy manual allows for and encourages full-time  

ministry staff to take a Sabbatical every seven years.  

[Full-time Ministry Staff are eligible for four (4) weeks of 

paid sabbatical leave every seven (7) years of completed  

full-time employment at the Gateway Baptist Association].  

The purpose of  sabbatical leave is to benefit both the  

association and the full-time ministry staff. It is intended to be a period of spiritual 

refreshment and equipping to  further the full-time ministry staff’s expertise and the 

mission of the association. 

 Dr. Jaggers will be out of the office February 23- March 21, 2023. He will be  

training at the Refuge Counseling and Trauma Center in Texas and has already 

been working on certification in “Leading from Your Strengths,” and Personal Life 

Coaching through Stack Skills. He will also be writing on his book and taking time 

to rest and spend quality time with family.  

 If you have any needs during this timeframe, feel free to contact Connie at the 

GBA Office: 618-254-3953 or admin@gatewayba.org                                           

     All in-office contacts will be by appointment only!  

The Admin Team Chairperson and Moderator will be handling emergencies in his  

absence. He may be able to be reached through Connie. 

https://www.anniearmstrong.com/resources 

Click the link below for AAEO promotional material 

mailto:admin@gatewayba.org
https://www.anniearmstrong.com/resources


Knowing their thoughts, he said to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself is laid 
waste, and no city or house divided against itself will stand. Matthew 12:25 
 

A Nation (or denomination) divided against itself will not stand. Mark 3:24-25 – “If a kingdom is divided 
against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. And if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be 
able to stand.” 
  
We appear to be an extremely disunified nation, and it is affecting 
our neighborhoods, homes, families, and churches. The enemy is   
having a heyday at our division! Are we a house divided against itself? 
 
Abraham Lincoln, Illinois senatorial candidate and later 16th  
President of the United States, in his famous House Divided Speech, 
used this scripture passage on June 16, 1858, at what was then 
the Illinois State Capitol in Springfield, after he had accepted the Illinois 
Republican Party's nomination as Illinois’ US senator. Our  forefathers 
were spellbound by his speech, in the face of the slavery issue, but he 
we are 167 years later still wrestling with unity and teamwork. 
 
It appears we are overlooking the tenet that has united us as Southern Baptists for decades. The  

operative word in our Cooperative Program motto is “cooperative.” It is about born-again believers  

laboring together, hand in hand, arm in arm, shoulder to shoulder, back-to-back, giving the lost the 

greatest opportunity to hear about our great Redeemer Jesus Christ. It allows us to send out  

missionaries nationally and globally where the local church has no contact or voice. It is not a Program, 

but rather a movement and a tool of the King’s children. We can use our time, our talents, and our tithe 

to help captives to be set free, the hurting to be touched by The Healer, and the seeker to run face to 

face into our Savior. We are never to be rogue warriors; we ARE soldiers of equal rank in the Army of 

the Lord! 

Jesus’s life and ministry epitomizes selflessness and sacrifice for the greater good like no other  

example in history. Are we reflecting His example? 

Are disunity and selfishness unraveling 

the cooperative fibers of the SBC? 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/US_senator


  
 
 
 
Being a part of an association assists neighboring churches of like faith, doctrine, mission, and  
vision to excel and accomplish the Kingdom work of spreading the gospel. It is not just to make 
each other exist, but to give each church the resources, training, and mutual accountability to reach 
their individual target group (the neighborhood). It helps ensure fellowship, accountability, and  
doctrinal integrity. It encourages unity and guards against rogue factions who focus on self and not 
Christ. 
 Associations are for the greater good of the family of God. “The good of the many outweighs the 
good of the few, or the one.” 
 GBA is committed and will continue to be instrumental in our efforts to help churches spread the 
gospel of Jesus Christ to the nations, to send the body of Christ into the harvest, and to provide  
financial resources to start cooperative new churches and to keep our present congregations 
healthy and effective. 
   Will you and your church join us in our Father’s Kingdom Strategy? 

ReCHARGE: (revitalization) A church that is declining or dying didn’t get into 
that situation overnight. We prefer a quick and easy fix, but revitalization is a 

slow, cautious, rewarding, and painful return to vibrancy, effectiveness, and strength. 
Our team stands ready to walk your church through the health process or to assist in replanting a 
new work in your facilities if that is your church’s prognosis. 
We want to help your church capture a new and compelling vision for a bright future.  
 Is your church moving forward and upward? Are... 
The lost being saved? 
The saved being equipped? 
The equipped making a positive impact in their community for the Glory of God? 
ReCharge- is a process leading to renewed spiritual vibrancy and community impact. Our goal is to 
reenergize the mission and ministry of the church and regain Kingdom effectiveness in each  
community. 

Missions: have supported about 20 first-time missionaries to go ON  
MISSION over the last few years, even in the wake of COVID. They have helped 
provide resources to spread the gospel in India, aided construction projects in  
Colorado and Guatemala, joined in providing funds for the Bethel Network  
shower trailer, supported Disaster Relief in flood clean up, natural disaster  

restorations, and sent out hundreds of kids into local mission efforts through Children’s Mission Day.  

Church planting has been funding new works through the Bethel Network and is 
branching out to help NAMB and the SEND Network to start new churches  
primarily within the boundaries of the GBA. We are willing to work with any church 
or network that is planning to launch new works in the Gateway area. There are 
myriads of people who need the truth and hope our churches have to offer. 

Leadership Development – GBA has hosted annual 
Pastor retreats and training events for leadership  
enhancement. We are planning book club studies and 
training sessions for 2023. We have monthly Ministry 
Luncheons in which pastors have the time to pray for 
and encourage one another. We have also held pastor 

and wives retreats and statewide leadership partnerships. 
 
Church Health and Strengthening – this area of ministry is similar to 
the revitalization goals but is aimed at churches that are stable to   
thriving. The association strives to provide tools and resources to  
consistently evaluate and enhance the principles and practices that are 
undergirding the present productivity of the church. The beneficiaries of 

this area of ministry normally become the coaches and advisors to the struggling and declining  
churches. Church Health is the major emphasis of  associational work! 



4539 Wanda Road 

Edwardsville, IL  62025 

Phone (618) 254-3953 

Fax     (618) 254-4132 

Email:  Dr. Tracy Jaggers, DOM  

     tjaggers@gatewayba.org 

   Connie Noel     
Administrative Assistant 

and Finance  

 admin@gatewayba.org 
 

Office Hours  
Mon. – Thurs. 9:00 am – 4:30 pm;  

Fri. 9:00 am– 12 pm 

   www.gatewayba.org 

 
Pray for our Pastorless 

churches 

First Baptist Church of Collinsville 
723 St. Louis Road 

Collinsville, IL 62234 
 

New Hope Baptist Church  
222 W. Ahrens,          

Worden, IL 62097 

New Douglas Baptist Church    
407 N. First Street             

New Douglas, IL 62074 
 

Whitelaw Avenue BC 
800 Whitelaw Ave. 

Wood River, IL 62095 
 

Pleasant Ridge BC 
195 West Country Lane 

Collinsville, IL 62234 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

April 7, 2023 
Good Friday 

 

 March 12, 2023—Daylight Savings Time Begins    
 
            
March 25, 2023— Children’s Missions Day 
 
  
              April 2, 2023 - Palm Sunday  

    
     
 April 6, 2023—Ministry Luncheon  11:30 a.m.  
 
     

               
               April 7, 2023—Good Friday 
                 GBA OFFICE CLOSED 

 
 
 April 9, 2023—Resurrection Sunday    
 
 
       April 13, 2023—Mission Team Meeting 9:30 a.m. 
 
  

          April  19, 2023—Admin Team Mtg. 9:30 a.m. 
 

https://gatewayba.org/

